visits are a feature of the soviet model of health care provision and of those countries where primary care doctors have moved to an independent contractor model of provision (the Czech Republic and Slovakia).3 Only in the countries of the former Yugoslavia are home visits rare.
Unfortunately, the feature that truly distinguishes the NHS from other health systems is the persistent belief in the United Kingdom that the NHS is fundamentally different from health care systems elsewhere. Colleges should have a special membership for doctors practising in another specialty EDrrOR,-AS it becomes more common for doctors to make several career moves, many will become members of several colleges or faculties. The unpalatable choice is either to pay multiple subscriptions or reluctantly to resign from all but the most recent.
We suggest that the colleges should institute a special membership at reduced rates for doctors who are currently practising in another specialty. This would allow doctors to have continuing contact with areas of medicine in which they have more than a passing interest and would surely foster interspecialty understanding and cooperation. 
